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1. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
DES SINNOTT 
 

2009 has seen a continuation of what many of us originally saw as a bit of a pipe dream, I 
refer of course, to the rehabilitation of the Heart morass. The attached annual report looks 
back at the original vision and traces the pathway to the present. 
The big players in this process are: 
- The Williamson Foundation who have provided extensive financial investment 
- The West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority and especially Matt 
Bowler who has not only great skills but also a passion for the project. Matt has developed 
management plans which will guide the redevelopment and as you will read in his report are 
already showing results 
- The members of the Field and Game clubs, and especially the Sale club, who 
have put in thousands of hours of voluntary labour. 
- Bug Blitz project days which not only have achieved the planting of hundreds of 
trees but also have fostered an interest in wetlands and conservation projects for several 
hundred students. 
- Watermark has welcomed the inclusion of Bug Blitz and especially John Caldow 
who is now located in the Watermark Office and is a member of our Committee. I really 
believe that John could sell ice to Eskimos 
I must also praise the great work being done by Rod McMillan and Michelle Adler in the 
development of the Peach flat wetland project (see report) It is well worth a visit 
 
Where to now? 
As I see it Watermark must: 
- Work hard to expand our membership base and encourage active member 
participation so that more of the general community can become involved in the Heart 
morass project and other possible projects. We really need more members actively involved. 
- Continue to expand links with other local conservation groups 
- Continue to seek out partnerships and funding sources 
Hopefully we will see more sections of the Heart morass area included under the banner of 
the WET Trust in the future 
 
 
Finally, I would like to thank all of the Watermark committee for their ongoing commitment 
and I must pay a special tribute to the following people who have made an outstanding 
contribution to Watermark in 2009  
 
1. Wally Evans. In spite of his delusions about the Hawthorn Football club Wally is the 
driving force behind our organization.  
2. Rod McMillan for taking on the role of newsletter editor. Rod has produced  truly 
professional publications 
3. Joanne Bourke who has taken up the position of Secretary and has really done a 
wonderful job so far. 
4. Ellen Burton for her outstanding effort in finally sorting out our finances. 
 
 

 

���������		�
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2. HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

 
2.1 History 

 
Watermark is a non-profit community based organization formed In August 1999 
to foster community action to protect and enhance the catchments, shores and 
waters of the Gippsland Lakes.  It is a non-political community trust which seeks 
funding from Government, industry and philanthropic organisations to initiate 
projects which will improve the region’s natural features. 
 
Importantly, it does not replace any other organisation.  The Watermark 
committee actively seeks partnerships and the involvement of other organisations 
with a common goal of enhancing the Lakes and catchment. 
 

2.2 Philosophy 
 
Watermark works in co-operation with all existing groups and is developing its 
own membership of people who care about the future of the Lakes. 
 
Watermark will promote a suite of programs aimed at achieving environmental 
health and sustainability of the Gippsland region. 
 
Committee members live throughout Gippsland and have a diverse range of 
professional backgrounds and interests. 
 
 

2.3 Incorporation and Tax Deductibility Status 
 
Date of Incorporation:-  3 August 1999. 
Date of Inclusion on Commonwealth Register of Environmental Organisations:  
28 March 2000. 
Australian Business Number:  50 638 520 550:  Effective as of: 1 November 
1999. 
GST Registration Number:  50 638 520 550:  Registration Date:  1 July 2000. 
Endorsement as an Income Tax Exempt Charitable Entity:  Endorsement Date:  
1 July 2000. 
Endorsement as a Deductible Gift Recipient:  Endorsement Date:  1 July 2000. 
 
Watermark is therefore able to offer tax deductibility status for contributions it is 
able to attract. 
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3.   STRATEGIC POLICY 
 
3.1  Mission Statement 

 
Watermark will foster community action to conserve and enhance the 
catchments, shores, and waters of the Gippsland Lakes. 
 

3.2  Statement of Purposes 
 
a) To further Environmental Purposes; 
b) To act in aid of the protection and enhancement of the natural environment; 

and 
c) To support ecologically sustainable activities; in the Gippsland Region. 
 
“Environmental Purpose” means: 
d) The protection and enhancement of the Lakes Environment or of a 

significant aspect of the Lakes Environment; or 
e) The dissemination of information, the provision of education, and the 

carrying on of research, about the Lakes Environment or about a significant 
aspect of the Lakes Environment. 

 
“Lakes Environment” means: 
The natural environment of the catchments of the Gippsland Lakes. 
 

3.3  Vision 
 
Individuals and community groups throughout the Gippsland Lakes catchments 
will work co-operatively towards improving the region’s natural features. 
 
Trusts, Authorities and Government will support these activities, all of which, no 
matter where they may take place, will be recognized as contributing to the health 
of the Lakes.  Land Managers throughout the catchments of the Gippsland Lakes 
– individuals, corporations and governments – will be guided in their daily 
activities by constant reference to the impact of their actions on the Lakes. 
 

3.4 Objectives 
a. Foster and support community participation; 
b. Co-ordinate integrated land-use management; 
c. Investigate and promote linkages between catchment activities and the 

Gippsland Lakes; 
d. Develop information and communication programs; 
e. Develop and support research and monitoring; 
f. Propagate the principle of balanced development and conservation within a 

Gippsland Lakes biosphere; 
g. Encourage the creation of local, national and international networks; 
h. Seek cultural changes in order to achieve long-term sustainability and 

environmental health, inter-generational equity, respect for natural 
resources and the cultural, economic, aesthetic and biological richness of 
the Gippsland Lakes region; 

i. Promote conservation and restoration; 
j. Generate a groundswell of community activity; 
k. Promote the need for a change in community thinking and attitudes to land, 

catchment and foreshore Management; 
l. Encourage community groups to undertake projects in priority areas; 
m. Promote a regional approach to planning and development; 
n. Support environmental education and training; and 
o. Foster relationships with Biosphere Reserves. 
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4. PROJECT ACHIEVEMENTS AND ADVANCEMENTS 
 
4.1 Heart Morass Wetlands Rehabilitation 

 
Watermark has formally adopted this significant restoration and rehabilitation initiative 
as its flagship project and ongoing major focus. 

 
Since December 2000, Watermark has been working towards the rehabilitation of this 
significant wetland on the doorstep of Sale. 
 
The Heart Morass area was settled in about 1841 and over time has been drained, 
cleared and managed for beef and dairy production. As a result, and with the impacts 
of salt, the health of the wetlands has declined.  
 
In 2006, Field & Game Australia’s Wetlands Environmental Taskforce Public Fund, with 
major support from The Hugh D.T. Williamson Foundation, purchased 785 hectares of 
the Morass. The rehabilitation of the Morass is a joint initiative of a stakeholder group 
including Field and Game Australia Inc., Watermark Inc. and the West Gippsland 
Catchment Management Authority. 
 
The purchase and rehabilitation will ultimately restore the wetland to a place of National 
significance for water birds and other wetland dependent flora and fauna. 
 
The partners have formalised their relationship with a Memorandum of Understanding 
which outlines a shared vision for the wetland. 
 
The Vision: –  to develop the Heart Morass as an icon within Australia and 
internationally. 
 
Icon status will be achieved by the enhancement of biodiversity, the water quality and 
the recreational and social values within the Heart Morass as well as through its 
contribution towards the health of the Gippsland Lakes. 
 
The partners recognise the importance of the Heart Morass and its relationship with the 
broader Gippsland Lakes wetland system and are committed to achieving a balance 
between enhanced environmental, cultural, social and economic values within the 
Morass. 
 
 
Discussions are currently underway to modify the formal Memorandum of 
Understanding to include the Bug Blitz Trust within the partnership regime and thereby 
benefit from their valued participation. 
 
Management decisions will continue to be made within the context of contributing 
toward improving the health of the broader Gippsland Lakes Wetland system and 
achievement of icon status for the Heart Morass Wetland. 
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The following extracts from a recent status report from Matt Bowler, Rivers and Wetlands 
Officer, West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority, provides a detailed commentary 
on the many related endeavours all focused on achieving the aims outlined in the exhaustive 
management plan:- 
 
From Matt Bowler 
�
2007. 
The very dry period which peaked in the summer of 2006/07 coincided with the beginning of 
a new era of management of the western Heart Morass by the WET Trust and Heart Morass 
Working Group.  This “drought” resulted in the entire Morass area being completely dry for 
the first time in living memory.  Heavy grazing of the property up until this time meant that the 
ground-layer of vegetation was practically absent.  The dry and dusty conditions and salt-
encrusted wetland bed created a very symbolic “blank canvas” from which to commence 
restoration activities. 
 
In early 2007, the WGCMA was able to obtain funding from the State Government Drought 
Employment Program to employ a crew of 5 drought-affected farmers for 3 days/week for 3 
months.  The crew took advantage of the very dry conditions to repair and re-instate all of the 
major fencing infrastructure on the property, clean-up debris and old fencing, control weed 
infestations and begin restoration activities such as indigenous seed collection. 
 
One of the highlights of this period was the successful breeding by a pair of endangered Sea 
Eagles on the property.  
 
The two flood events of 2007 (June and November) could not have come at a better time for 
the health of the Morass and the restoration process.  The massive June floods inundated 
the Morass and created the desired “flush” to export some of the salt which had accumulated 
in the intervening decade without flooding.  The surviving wetland plants benefited greatly 
from the return of water, showing promising signs of new growth.  
 
The November flooding was of a smaller scale but also highly beneficial, providing another 
flush of the system, resulting in fresher conditions.  The population of endangered Growling 
Grass Frogs which survives in the eastern part of the Heart Morass certainly took advantage 
of the conditions – as evidenced by their noisy advertisement of interest in breeding. 
 
Numerous waterfowl also took advantage of the full Morass to successfully breed and Ibis 
returned to re-establish a breeding rookery in the surviving reed beds for the first time in over 
a decade. 
 
The management of the existing drains during this period is important to note because a 
higher water level was maintained to help create positive wetland conditions.  The removal of 
cattle grazing was also highly significant as the post-flooding burst of natural regeneration of 
native plant species was not grazed away as would have occurred following similar events 
over the past century.  The first significant recruitment event of River Red Gum’s in over a 
century was clear evidence of the ecological benefits of this new restoration-focused 
management regime.  
 
Over the course of the following year the benefits of this new management regime became 
increasingly apparent as the natural regeneration of a diverse array of indigenous plants 
continued the recovery of ecological conditions and habitat on the property. 
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2008. 
In early 2008, the restoration plan for the western Heart Morass was completed and adopted 
by the working group.  The plan contains many actions for the entire property and various 
restoration project areas.  Through discussion with the working group members, initial efforts 
have focused on the priority areas of Flooding Creek Billabong, The Main Swamp and the 
Sea Eagle Marsh. 
 
The community and partner organizations have combined to host a number of events.  
Volunteers associated with various community groups and contractors have also completed 
a number of restoration activities. 
 
Some of the community engagement and media which have occurred as part of the 
restoration project; 

·  Over 500 school-children attended two Bug Blitz events which were hosted in 
association with the Hugh T Williamson foundation.  These events involved various 
community groups and volunteers and gathered a great deal of associated media 
coverage on radio, TV and in various newspapers.  The students completed a 
number of activities at each event – Tree planting, Waterwatch, Bug Blitz and Birdlife.  

·  2 Field and Game Field Days – tree planting, clean-up, weed control, direct seeding – 
Over 70 people attended each 

·  Numerous tours of the property provided to interested individuals, partner and 
community groups and potential future partners and funding bodies. 

·  WGCMA hosted a Wetland Plant Identification and Seed Collection Field day at Sale 
Common – 35 people attended and learnt a great deal.  The events attracted 
potential seed collectors and showed the high level of interest in the restoration of 
wetland environments. 

·  Maffra and District Landcare Network.   
·  The creation of 2 Heart Morass “Connies Cards”.  
·  A Community Open Day was organized as part of the Wellington Shire “Water, Water 

Festival” (but was postponed due to crazy weather at the last minute) 
·  An ABC “Landline” story on the history of Field and Game Australia heavily featured 

the property and restoration efforts. 
·  A growing awareness in the local community of what a valuable local asset the Heart 

Morass 
·  Waterwatch, local bird-observers, Field Naturalists Club of Sale. 
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�
�
Recent Actions completed as part of the Heart Morass Restoration Project. 

·  An ongoing, seasonal botanical survey by botanists from Australian Ecosystems of all 
of the plants on the property and surrounds which continues to unearth plant species 
of regional, state and national significance.   

·  Botanical Monitoring – 8 10m X 10m quadrats monitored twice yearly to record the 
changes in vegetation which occur as time moves on. 

·  Photo-point Monitoring - An extensive visual record of the restoration process and 
response of landscape. 

·  Kevin Rule from the State Herbarium visited to record and determine the identification 
of 2 highly significant Eucalypt species found on the WET Trust property, including 
one potentially new species of Eucalypt. 

·  Earthworks to block artificial cuts in the natural bank of the Flooding Creek Billabong.  
Gated culverts were installed to allow management of the water levels in this 
billabong area to be independent from the rest of the Morass.   

·  The creation of artificial earth mounds or “habitat” islands which have been planted 
with indigenous plants. 

·  Spraying of the highly invasive Reed Canary Grass and other weeds around the 
diverse and significant freshwater marshes which are found on the property. 

·  Direct Seeding of indigenous vegetation. 
·  Tree-planting as part of various community days.   
·  A new gravel road surface and parking area. 
·  Rock beaching at the entrance of 2 drains. 
·  Management of the drain entrances to maintain water levels in the wetland. 
·  Further clean-up of remaining debris .e.g.: old wire and fences. 
·  Over 15 tonnes of Carp removed from the drain entrances by Keith Bell and K and C 

Fisheries. Good for the morass and the wider Latrobe River.  
·  Trial plantings of aquatic plants  
·  Summer 2008/09 sees a major program in association with Greening Australia and 

the Maffra Seedbank to collect seed from over 30 wetland species to support future 
revegetation efforts. 

·  Developed relationships with neighbouring private landowners and Parks Victoria 
·  Partnered in research with a 3 year Monash University program  
·  Acid-sulphate soils research by Department of Primary Industry (DPI)   
·  A student from Monash University will be using the property as the basis for an 

Honours research project looking at Acid-Sulphate soils in 2009. 
·  Contributed significant fauna records to the statewide databases of the Department of 

Sustainability and Environment (DSE) – Sea Eagle nest and Growling Grass Frog 
population. 

·  Trust for Nature tour and meeting with neighbouring landholders 
 
The future possibility of neighbouring, privately owned parts of the Heart Morass being 
purchased for conservation and restoration purposes holds enormous potential and would 
provide the following. 

�  botanical assets  - including the highest quality indigenous vegetation remnants in the 
area and populations of nationally endangered species. 

�  Hydrological benefits – better management of drains, environmental water 
entitlements and biodiversity values associated with water levels will be possible 
without competing agricultural values. 

�  Community benefits – the remaining private properties are surrounded by Ramsar 
listed wetlands and the WET trust.  If protected and restored the adjoining protected 
areas will form a very significant, contiguous parcel managed for conservation.  
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2009 actions  
 
Restoration plan Works 
Actions – Flooding Creek area, Main Swamp, Sea Eagle Marsh 
 
Whole property 

·  Follow-up Spray Woody weeds – Blackberries, Boxthorn, Bathurst Burr. 
·  Follow-up spraying of perennial grasses – Phalaris, Kikuyu. 
·  Hydrological study – watering regime, structures. 
·  Neighbour Partnerships – Parks Victoria (Water), Purchases?  
·  Fauna survey – Birds and Fauna 

 
Flooding Creek Billabong  

·  Continue revegetation with community events.  
·  Block other cut in Flooding Creek Billabong. 
·  Revegetate along Flooding Creek banks – spray and seed / Plant with community 
·  Engagement with Flooding Creek – WOW permit to lower levee. 

 
Main Swamp  
 

·  Continue strategic plantings of Swamp Paperbark – 4000. 
·  Design and create Carp Traps on drains in association with K and C Fisheries (Keith 

Bell) 
·  Create small wetlands / mounds in middle of the property – diversity, capture local 

runoff , use excess material to create more habitat islands out in Morass 
 

 
Sea Eagle Marsh  

·  Follow-up spraying of perennial grasses – Phalaris, Kikuyu 
·  Maintain hydrological connection to river  
·  Supplementary planting of sensitive species – e.g. Rananunculus amplus. 
·  Active restoration effort – bush regeneration and fence – to avoid ongoing problems 

 
This comprehensive summary report outlining the exh austive numbers of 
related restoration, rehabilitation, promotional an d educational initiatives 
explains why all concerned are so excited about thi s unique and significant 
major Project. 
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4.2 Bug Blitz Program 
 
Watermark is thrilled to play a minor supportive role in this extremely significant 
initiative sponsored by the Hugh D.T. Williamson Foundation. 
 
Bug Blitz Trust is a not-for-profit environmental organization which aims to raise 
community awareness about biodiversity and the important role it plays in 
sustaining healthy environments. 
 
“Where Science, Art, Language, Technology, Math and civics Collide” is a motto 
used by Bug Blitz Trust to describe the integrated “holistic” approach to learning 
that we encourage and support schools to engage in following a Bug Blitz Field 
Day 
 
A Bug Blitz Field day consists of a range of actives designed to engage students 
and other participants in exploring biodiversity in local habitats, the issues 
affecting local habitats and ways we can contribute to creating sustainable 
environments. A field day is about communities sharing knowledge and 
contributing to the important task of educating our students about the 
environment and its biodiversity. 
 
“Bugs” or arthropods represent 90% of the worlds animal species. Insects are the 
largest group of these species. “Bugs” are the springboard that Bug Blitz Trust 
uses to launch into studies about the amazing world of biodiversity. 
 
Schools are supported to complete follow-up, holistic themes of studies after a 
Bug Blitz Field Day back in the classroom. Bug Blitz Trust encourages and 
supports participants to share their knowledge with the community in creative 
ways and to participate in positive action projects that may have benefits to the 
environment. 
 
Bug Blitz Inc. is a project initiative of the Hugh Williamson Foundation and the 
Edward O Wilson Biodiversity Foundation in association with: Museum Victoria, 
Narmbool and Central Gippsland Bug Blitz Schools Network. 
 
John Caldow is the Executive Officer of Bug Blitz Trust. 
 
Bug Blitz programs have taken place at:  
 

·  The Heyfield Wetlands 
·  The Heart Morass involving 15 schools from the central Gippsland region 

in 2009 
·  RACV Tourism Lodge, Inverloch,  

Other Victorian Big Blitz programs have taken place at: 
·  Narmbool, a 50000 acre pastoral property near Ballarat with a mix of 

students from city and country schools, 
·  Royal Botanic Gardens  
·  Bug Blitz at Caulfeild Grammar School Yarra Junction Campus  
·  Bug Blitz at the Werribee Open Range Zoo  
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Bug Blitz at the Heart Morass: 
 
The Heart Morass Rehabilitation and Restoration Project is administered by the 
Wetland Environmental Trust (WET), the partners being: 

·  West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority (WGCMA) 
·  Field and Game Victoria 
·  Watermark 

 
With the support and cooperation of WET and its partners, Bug Blitz Trust has 
used the Heart Morass to stage field education events that engage local students 
in this wonderful environment and provide opportunities for them to contribute to 
this major rehabilitation project.  
 
Field days included August 18, 19, and 20th from 10.00 am till 2.15 pm where 
about 450 students were catered for. Rotations of five activies were completed on 
each day of about 30 minutes each. These included: tree planting, discovery 
walks, bug trapping, water testing and a reptile show. 
 
After participating in the Bug Blitz Field Day each student constructed a bird 
nesting box and 100 of the boxes were installed in the Heart Morass and along 
Flooding Creek. 
 
As part of Bug Blitz 2009 students from the Central Gippsland Bug Blitz Schools 
Network learnt about breeding and boxes. Birds and bats were targeted for the 
tenancy of these boxes. Each box was numbered and labeled with the target 
species. Fulham Correctional Facility Work Programs made kits for the box 
construction with materials supplied by ITC Timber Heyfield. 
 
Bug Blitz has resulted in school students installing nest boxes into their local 
habitat. Recently Cowwarr Primary School and St. Patrick’s Stratford installed the 
boxes they constructed into their local area. When all boxes are installed the “Big 
Blitz” kids will have installed 450 boxes across a large area of Wellington Shire 
 
   



Watermark Inc. Protecting and Enhancing Gippsland’s Natural Environment 
 
 
 

 
C:\Users\Tim\Appdata\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\O1TEUWDT\Annual Report 2009 
Final Version 7 (3).Doc 11 
 

 
 
 

4.3 “Peach Flat” , Briagolong:  Private Wetland 
 
Annual Report 2009 
 
Watermark continues to play a co-operative and supportive role in the 
development of the Peach Flat & Community Wetland project being undertaken 
by Rod McMillan and Michèle Adler on their property at 647 Marathon Road, 
Briagolong. 
 
The overall aim of the project is to restore, preserve, enhance, monitor, study, 
enjoy and provide an opportunity for people to understand the value of the 
natural habitats found at Peach Flat, a 110 ha property nestled in the foothills of 
the Snowy Range, 10 km north of Briagolong. 
 
Stage 2 of the project is well under way.  In the public car park a shelter, which 
doubles as a picnic and observation site, has been constructed (see photo 1).  
Additional interpretation panels are to be erected to supplement this wonderful 
viewing spot.   Visitors can be seen regularly taking advantage of this facility (see 
photo 2). 
 
Also, ‘hide park’ has been formed and constructed.  This is a small 2-vehicle car-
park.  Hide-park provides easy access to a walkway and board-walk (partially 
constructed – see photo 3) which will lead to the (yet to be constructed) bird hide.  
The centrally located hide will provide a panoramic 180+º view of wildlife activities 
over the wetland and will contain appropriate seating, viewing windows and 
information panels. 
 
The funding for these constructions has been through the generosity of the Bruce 
& Jane Dyson Foundation.  
 
The Peach Flat & Community Wetlands is a work-in-progress.  In the meantime, 
the bird-life abounds and the natural regeneration of the native flora is making it 
look as if the wetlands have been there for many years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Photo 1:  Picnic & interpretation shelter 
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Photo 2: Visitor reading interpretation panel in main car park 

Photo 3: Boardwalk to hide (under construction) 
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Photo 4: View of wetland (looking east) 
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4.4 Rotamah Island Bird Observatory 
Watermark is delighted to maintain its support for the initiatives to the Rotamah Island Bird 
Observatory Committee enthusiastic endeavours to see this magnificent facility once again 
utilized to its full potential. The following report by Chairman, Don Ripper to the Committees 
Annual General Meeting of 27th November 2009 will provide a comprehensive status report 
of the Committees efforts to date. 
 
More than six years have now elapsed since Birds Australia disbanded the former Rotamah 
Island Bird Observatory Committee and closed down the Observatory.   
Since that time continuing efforts and activities have been undertaken by the Committee, 
members and supporters of RIBO Inc. to establish an ongoing viable operation on Rotamah 
Island which will provide a range of activities in education, conservation and recreation based 
around an observatory and education centre. 
 
To date since Birds Australia closed the observatory in November 2001 
Jim Downey then CEO of Birds Australia arranged for the removal of the Computer and 
Visitors book to the Melbourne Office of Birds Australia at the time of departure of the 
Wardens who were relocated by BA to the Observatory at Broome. 
 
Keith Murray our former Secretary along with some helpers arranged for the storage of the 
library books, magazines, reports and other valuable items, the property of the Observatory, 
with Parks Victoria in Bairnsdale and boxed and transported them to storage. 
 
The Council of Birds Australia resolved to support an independent local committee in their 
endeavour to continue the operation of the observatory at Rotamah Island. 
In February 2002 four members of the RIBO Inc. committee visited Birds Australia Melbourne 
Office and negotiated with Jim Downey EO of Birds Australia a lease arrangement for the 
equipment and materials accumulated by the previous BA RIBO committee. 
 
We were encouraged by several directors of the Hugh D T Williamson foundation to modify 
our constitution to allow for full tax deductibility, which they were prepared to facilitate, 
through the good offices of Freehills. This work along with our inclusion on the 
Commonwealth register of environmental organizations enables us to qualify for the 
investment of foundation and other charitable funds to enable the re-establishment of the 
Observatory despite the removal of the assets Birds Australia has disposed of. 
 
We have ongoing support and encouragement from Gippsland conservation group 
“Watermark” and by the support of Gippsland South MP Mr. Peter Ryan – whose 
communication over the years with successive Ministers Garbutt and Thwaites received 
encouraging responses. 
In  the past twelve months we have made several visits to the island for the purpose of 
provision of assessment of costs to refurbish the existing buildings and facilities also for the 
development by Nexus  Consultants Ltd. of a costed concept and business plan to be 
provided to the Minister and Parks in support of our application for a long term  lease of the 
facilities on the Island. This too has been facilitated by The Williamson Foundation 
 
The number of people expressing an interest in the rebirth of RIBO is continuing to grow 
steadily and despite what seems an extraodinarily long process we at last seem to be 
gaining support from all the quarters we will need to complete the re-establishment of the 
Rotamah observatory. 
Our sincere thanks go to Secretary Alwyn and Treasurer Wally along with Committee 
members The Watermark committee and especially the encouragement, support and 
influence provided by Denis and Martin from the Williamson Foundation. 
 
Don Ripper 
Chairman 2007-2008 
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5. SUPPORTIVE INITIATIVES 
 
As part of its ongoing philosophies to support many worthwhile initiatives taken from 
time to time throughout the wider Gippsland Region, Watermark has over the twelve 
months played a role in projects such as; 
 
 
 

5.1 Strathfieldsaye 
 
Maintenance of our long term close relationship with Australian Landscape Trust 
and activities at Strathfieldsaye. 
 
 

5.2 Gippsland Regional Sustainable Water Strategy –  Discussion Paper 
 
Watermark (and others) are hopeful that comments provided on this significant 
future water strategy will incorporate provision for an environmental water 
allocation for the Heart Morass and adjacent wetlands. 
 
 
 

5.3 Thomson River 
 
Watermark has been encouraged by the level of support received to its 
opposition to Tim Holdings (the Minister for Water Supply) proposal to divert 
further water to Melbourne from the Thomson River   
 
 
 

6. SUPPORTIVE RECOGNITION AND ACKNOWLEDGEDMENTS 
 
Watermark continues to be encouraged by way of direct support, recognition of its 
vision and objectives, and a range of regular consultations and liaisons as summarized 
below. 
 
The successes to date and the general widespread acknowledgement of the roles 
Watermark is playing together with acceptance of the joint projects that community 
groups plus government departments and agencies are inviting Watermark to be party 
to, are all testimony to the successful achievement of its initial focus and desires. 
 
In addition to consideration of specific projects detailed elsewhere in this Report, the 
Committee has maintained direct consultations and mutually beneficial relationships 
with several government departments, regional agencies and boards plus local specific 
interest groups. 
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Direct and indirect supports and encouragements can be summaries as follows:- 
 
 
6.1 Adult Community Education Sale (ACES) 

 
The provision of office accommodation within their complex continues to play a 
major role in our ongoing successes. 
 
 

6.2 The Hugh D.T. Williamson Foundation 
 
Watermark continues to owe its ongoing existence to The Hugh D.T. Williamson 
Foundation whose generous support enables us to maintain our administrative 
office and secretariat in Sale as well as the provision of specific project 
sponsorships. 
 
To enable Watermark to adequately promote the many issues related to seeking 
a healthier environment throughout the region and to properly seek a reversal of 
many years of degradation, it is imperative that the Committee is able to maintain 
its part-time secretariat and principal focus. 
 
Much has been achieved but more needs to be done and Watermark is most 
appreciative of all support and encouragement received. 
 
 

6.3 Maffra and District Landcare Network 
 
When called upon, Watermark is pleased to be able to support projects and 
programs of mutual interest. 
 
 

6.4 Waterwatch 
 
Ongoing liaisons, in particular with wetland health monitoring. 
 
 

6.5 Wetland Care Australia 
 
Program supports and informations exchanges. 
 
 

6.6 Australian Wetlands Alliance 
 
Ongoing co-operative exchanges of program initiatives and wetlands formations. 
 
 

6.7 Gippsland Coastal Board 
 
Regular and ongoing information exchanges and mutual supports, e.g. Salinity 
Barrier in McLennan Straits and pursuit of the low level of compliance by boat 
owners with the provision of on-board facilities plus the need for additional pump 
out facilities throughout the Gippsland Lakes. 
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6.8 West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority 

 
The support of the West Gippsland Authority plus invaluable professional advices 
and encouragement provided by senior officers assists greatly in Watermark 
being able to achieve many of its endeavours. 
 
This support is evidenced by the leadership role taken in the Heart Morass 
Wetlands Restoration and Rehabilitation Project. 
 
 
 

2.9 Other Contacts 
 
Watermark continues to exchange information etc with a range of groups and organizations 
enthusiastically involved throughout the region, such as: 
 

·  Gippsland Plains Network 
·  East Gippsland Rainforest Conservation Management Network 
·  Conservation Volunteers Australia 
·  Coast Action / Coast Care 

   
 
 
 

7. ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES 
 

7.1 Watermark Committee:-   Structure/ 
Committee Portfolio Responsibilities 

 
The Committee has been pleased with the success of last year’s review of its 
own structure and responsibilities. 
 
The review saw the following structure successfully adopted and implemented:- 
 

·  Chairman:  Des Sinnott. 
·  Secretary/Treasurer:  Wally Evans. 

 
Portfolio responsibilities:- 
 
·  Major Projects 

o Heart Morass (Duncan Malcolm, Alwyn Ryan, Denis Tricks). 
o Peach Flat (Rod McMillan). 

·  Education (Ron Reed). 
·  Membership (Rod McMillan). 
·  Big Issues (Duncan Malcolm, John Bate, Denis Tricks, Don Ripper). 
 
 

7.2 Regular Newsletters 
 
In an attempt to regularly inform our members about current projects, proposals 
and initiatives, Watermark has endeavored to circulate a monthly informative 
newsletter. Many thanks for the contribution of our Editor, Rod McMillan. 
 
The Committee trusts that such an initiative is appreciated and welcomed by our 
members and supporters. 
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7.3 Friends of the Gippsland Lakes (FOGL) 
 
Watermark has been impressed with the issues promoted by  FOGL 
 
It is hoped that both groups may be able to adopt a more formal relationship over 
the coming months. 
 
 

7.4 Watermark Web Site 
 
The Committee would like to hear from any supporter able to assist with the 
expansion and maintenance of our web site. 
 

7.5 Office Administration 
 

Watermark during the year farwelled our Executive Support Officer, Sharron 
Davidson who has been of invaluable assistance since our establishment and 
sincerely records our appreciation for her long term service. 

 
We have been delighted to appoint Joanne Bourke to fill this role and look 
forward to a long term rewarding and mutually beneficial partnership. 
 
Watermark wishes to formally record its sincere appreciation for the expert 
accounting advice and support received from Ellen Burton who has brought our 
financial management into the twenty-first century. Many thanks Ellen. 

 
 

 
8. FINANCIAL REPORTS 

 
Available on request. 
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M e m b e r s h i p 
 

Family Membership.................................. $65 
Full Membership ...................................... $30 
Senior Membership (60 plus) ................... $20 
Youth Members (18-25) ........................... $25 
Junior Membership (under 18) ................. $10 
Life Sustaining Memberships: ... 10 years plus 
Multiple years membership: .. 5 year multiples 
 
NAME: _________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS: _____________________________ 
 
POSTCODE:  ____________________________ 
 
EMAIL:- ________________________________ 
 
Signed: _________________________________ 
 
(Request for further details will be forwarded upon 
acceptance of registration) 
 
 
Payment:- Cash/Cheque/Money Order/ 
  ______________ 
 
Signature:- ______________________________ 
 

Being for:- Indicate No. Amount 

Family Membership   

Full Membership   

Senior Membership 
(60 plus)   

Youth Membership 
(18-25)   

Junior Membership 
(under 18)   

 TOTAL  
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TAX DEDUCTIBLE DONATIONS  
 
Please find enclosed my Tax Deductible Donation:- 
 

Cheque  •  Money Order  •   ……………………… 
 
 
Amount: ……………….  Signature: ………………………………  
 

Please forward Receipt to: ……………………………………………………………… ……... 
 ……………………………………………………………………... 
 ……………………………………………………………………... 

 
 
 
 

PO Box 596  Ph: 51 43 2017 
SALE,   3850  
 
Email: watermark@netspace.net.au  


